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What is wrong with this 

statement:
"The ozone layer exists in order to 

block ultraviolet radiation."
The authors explain: "Teleological 

explanations of natural phenomena are 
considered to be scientifically unwarranted 
due to the depiction of the subject as goal-
oriented or purposeful. For instance, it is 

indeed true that the ozone layer blocks UV 
radiation; however, this only happens to be 

the case as a result of the natural qualities of 
ozone." The authors demonstrate how such 
"teleological beliefs about the world serve a 

terror management function."


"According to terror management theory, 
people protect themselves from the potential 

anxiety associated with an awareness of 
mortality (mortality salience) by maintaining 

faith in cultural worldviews and striving to live 
up to the standards of these worldviews."


World-view Threat

"[In addition to constant reminders of mortality, 
that serve to increase religiosity,] Worldviews 
also provide feelings of social connectedness 

because they are typically shared by large 
groups of people and facilitate group life, and 

research does indicate that [mortality 
salience] increases ingroup identification and 

the feeling that groups are real entities."

What was it about the 
late 1960s?


Marshall McLuhan

(Media & communication philosopher
who's ideas predicted the www.)


"I wouldn't have seen it if I 

hadn't believed it."



Frederick Thayer
(Longed for a direct-access 'institutional 

memory' outside of government hierarchy.)


"A theory of extended face-to-face 
discussion within an almost infinite 
number of small groups requires the 

wherewithal to deal with huge 
numbers of written documents. This 
substantial 'institutional memory' will 

be needed if any of us, newly 
assigned to a policy process, are to 

bring ourselves up to date."



Minnowbrook I
New Public Administration

(the anti-positivist movement)


1) Rejects idea that PA is value-free.
2) Rejects rationalist / deterministic.
3) Rejects "politics-admin dichotomy."


